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CITY OFBELLEVUE
SPECIALEVENTSCOMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

April8, 2021 BellevueCityH all
8:30 a.m. VirtualMeeting

M EM BERSPRESENT:
RussellAdelson–Parks
DaneW aisanan–Fire
JonathanRose-
MikeShovlin–Police
BenWright–Transportation
RickLogwood–Transportation
ZhuWeijun–Transportation
ChrisDunham –BusinessRepresentativeWest
LaurieScott–DowntownResidentRepresentative

O TH ERSPRESENT: ImaneElmesbahi, Parks;CouncilmemberBarksdale

RECORDING SECRETARY: GerryLindsay

1. CALLTO O RDER

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat8:34 a.m. byMr. Wrightwhopresided.

2. CO M M UNICATIO NS: W rittenandO ral–None

3. APPRO VALO FAGENDA

A motiontoapprovetheagendawasmadebyMr. Waisanan. ThemotionwassecondedbyMs.
Dunham andthemotioncarriedunanimously.

4. APPRO VALO FM EETING M INUTES

A motiontoapprovetheFebruary11, 2021, meetingminutesassubmittedwasmadebyMr.
Waisanan. ThemotionwassecondedbyMs. Dunham andthemotioncarriedunanimously.

5. CO M M ITTEE REPO RTS

 RoutingandLocationSubcommitteeReport–None

6. OLD BUSINESS

 TabledEvents: NorthwestUkrainianInternational

Mr. Wrightsaidhehadnoupdatesregardingthetabledevent.
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CouncilmemberBarksdaleaskedifthereisapre-eventsiteinspectionwithaneventsponsor
priortosuchevents, particularlyinlightoftheissuesinvolvingtheissueswiththeUkrainian
Festivalin2019 . RussellAdelsonwithParksconfirmedthatthereisapre-eventsiteinspection
andwalk-throughwiththeeventorganizers. H esaidthereareanumberofitemscoveredonthe
checklist. AdditionallyParksintendstohaveastaffmemberonsiteduringthefestival.

CouncilmemberBarksdaleaskedifthatwasthepolicyinplacepriortothe2019 event. Mr.
Adelsonallowedthatitwas. CouncilmemberBarksdaleaskedhow thesituationoccurredin2019
ifthatpolicywasinplaceatthetime. Mr. Adelsonsaidtherewaseffectivelyahesaid/shesaid
situationfollowingtheevent.

Ms. ElmesbahisaidSgt. Shovlinreportedtherewerenovideosorpicturestobackupthepre-
eventconditionsatthepark. ShesaidSgt. ShovlinaddedthatforthenextiterationoftheFestival
therewillindeedbevideosandpictures.

Mr. Adelsonreiteratedthatthereisalongchecklistthatisrunthroughwitheventorganizers. H e
saidthathaschangedsincethe2019 episodetoincludevideoandpictures. Councilmember
Barksdalesuggesteditwouldbegoodtohaveorganizersactuallysignoffonconditionsgoing
intotheevent. Mr. Adelsonsaidtheorganizerisrequiredtosignoffonthechecklistafterthe
pre-eventsitewalk-through.

Mr. WrightsaidtheintentwastohaveabroaderdiscussionattheCommittee’snextmeeting
regardingwhatmitigationmeasureswillbeinplaceforthenextUkrainianFestival.

6. NEW BUSINESS

 ApplicationofIntent: LaketoLakeBikeRide

Mr. WrightnotedthattheannualeventisslatedforSeptemberandisanticipatedtohave400
participants. TheeventissponsoredbyParks.

A motiontoapprovethedate, timeandlocationoftheLaketoLakeBikeRidewasmadebyMs.
Scott. ThemotionwassecondedbyMr. W aisananandthemotioncarriedunanimously.

 ApplicationofIntent: PakistanIndependenceDayCelebration

Mr. WrightsaidtheeventisplannedforAugust14 atDowntownPark. Theeventheldinpast
yearswerehandledbytheParksschedulingofficebecausetheattendancenumbersweresmall,
butfor2020 theprojectedattendancenumbersweremuchlargerandtheCommitteedirectedthe
organizertoapplyforaspecialeventpermit. Theevent, however, didnothappenthatyeardueto
thepandemic. For2021 theexpectationisthatattendancewillbe1000-plus.

Mr. Adelsonsaidheservesascrew leaderfortheDowntownParksite. H easkedhow theCovid
regulationswouldimpacttheeventgiventheprojectednumberofattendees. Mr. Wrightsaidno
clearprotocolhasyetbeendevelopedforhow tolookateventsthatarestillseveralmonthsout.
Thereisalotofuncertaintyastowhatrestrictionsmaybeinplaceasvaccinationscontinueto
increase. Theeventwillhavetocomplywithallrestrictionsinplaceatthetime.

Mr. Adelsonsaidthe4thofJulycelebrationorganizersareconcernedabouthavingevenasmany
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as400 peopleattending. Police, FireandTransportationallbalkedathavingtopreventmore
thanamaximum numberofpeoplefrom attending. H eagreedthatnoonecansayforsurewhat
restrictionswillbeinplacebyAugust.

Mr. WaisanansaidFireisfocusedonthefirecodeandonwhattheCDC andthestateandcounty
healthdepartmentsdecidetodo. Mr. Andersonconcurredandstressedtheneedtofollow all
CDC requirements. H eaddedthatneitherPolicenorFireareinthebusinessofenforcingthe
maskmandate.

Mr. WrightsaidthequestioniswhetherornottheCommitteewouldbecomfortableapproving
aneventknowingthattheregulationsmaybedifferentbyAugust.

Mr. Waisanansaidhewascomfortabledoingso, andMr. Andersonagreed, thoughheaddedthat
thecitywouldneedtobewillingtoshutdowntheeventiftighterPhaseII restrictionsarein
place. Therewillneedtobeverbiageinthedocumentssayingtheeventmaybecanceled
dependingonrestrictionsinplaceatthetimeoftheevent.

Ms. Scottsaidthereshouldbestandardlanguagetothateffectwrittenupforallevents. She
suggestedworkingwiththecityattorney’sofficeonspecificlanguage. Therewasconcurrenceto
seekinputfrom thecityattorney’soffice.

A motiontoapprovethedate, timeandlocationforthePakistanIndependenceDayCelebration
eventwasmadebyMs. Scott. ThemotionwassecondedbyMr. Waisananandthemotion
carriedunanimously.

Mr. WrightinvitedtheeventorganizerMohammadKhalidH afeeztomakeabriefpresentation.

Mr. H afeezsaidherepresentedthePakistanAssociationofGreaterSeattle(PAGS). H esaid
PAGSwascreatedin19 9 0 anditisanon-profit501(C)(3)organization. Therearesome15,000
PakistanisinthePugetSoundareaandPAGSservesasarepresentativeforthatcommunity. The
Pakistanicommunityisverydiverseandrepresentsallwalksoflife. Theorganizationwas
formedtoprovideaplatform inwhichthelocalPakistaniAmericanscanconnectwitheachother
andcollectivelydothings, toenhancePakistan’simage, andtobuildbridgesbetweenthe
PakistanicommunityandotherWashingtonians.

Continuing, Mr. H afeezsaidPAGSoffersalotofeducationalandculturalprogramming,
includingconcertsatBellevueCollegeinsupportofUNICEF. PAGScollaboratedandpartnered
withtheU.S. CensusBureautocreateawarenessaboutparticipatinginthecensus. During2020
PAGSconductedalotoffundraiserstobenefitvariouscauses, includingbusinessessuffering
from theimpactsofthepandemic.

ThePakistanIndependenceDayCelebrationeventwasnotheldin2020 duetothepandemic, but
inpreviousyearstheeventhasbeenheldinDowntownPark. Theexpectationisthatthe
upcomingeventwilldraw morethanathousandparticipantsdependingonCovidrestrictionsin
placeatthetime. Theplanistoincludealivebandattheeventalongwithotherlivecultural
performances. Therewillbefoodstallssponsoredbyfoodvendorsandrestaurants, aswellas
stallsofferingcrafts. Therewillbeotheractivitiesaswellofinteresttomen, womenand
children. Theeventhasinpastyearsgarneredsometelevisioncoverageanditishopedthatthe
samewillbethecasein2021.
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Mr. H afeezsaidacontingencyplanwillbeinplacetoaccommodateanyrestrictionsorconcerns.
Thebackupplanfor2020 wasadrive-througheventinWilburton. Iftheactualfestivalcannotbe
heldinDowntownPark, somethinglikethatwillbedoneagain.

H esaidPAGSlooksforwardtohavingagoodlong-term relationshipwiththecity, particularly
giventhatmanyoftheorganization’smembersliveinBellevueandontheEastside. The
organization’smonthlymeetingshaveforalongtimebeenheldatBellevueCityH all.

Mr. WrightsaidgoingforwardtheCommitteewilldeterminewhatconditionswillbeimposed
ontheeventbeforeissuingapermit. H estressedthattherewasnocertaintyastothetypeof
Covidrestrictionsthatwillbeinplaceatthetimeoftheevent.

 CodeUpdate

A codeupdatediscussiondidnotoccur.

 Post-EventEvaluation: SnowflakeLane

Mr. Wrightnotedthateventwasmodifiedfor2021 inlightofalltheCovidrestrictions. The
estimatedattendancewas5250 perday. H esaidhewasnotawareofanycomplaintsassociated
withtheevent, thoughthereweresomeissueswithvendorsnotassociatedwiththeeventtrying
tosellthings. Theorganizersarehopingtoreturntothestandardeventin2021.

 Comments/Follow-up–None

7. NEXT M EETING

 May13, 2021

8. ADJO URNM ENT

A motiontoadjournwasmadebyMs. Scott. ThemotionwassecondedbyMr. Andersonandthe
motioncarriedunanimously.

Mr. Wrightadjournedthemeetingat9 :20 a.m.


